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Year of the Tiger. ZE360 update. Tony Clay reports.

What a difference a year makes! The weekend of April 24th and 25th 2021 eventually saw McDonnell Douglas
F-4J(UK) ZE360 leave the now defunct Fire School at Manston to be towed by road (photos left) and still
existing taxiways to the other side of the airfield to her present location. This time last year ‘360 was still
sitting in the field to the rear of the fire training area of the Fire School, sinking into holes a foot or two deep
and access to the mid fuselage was simply a small jump up onto the wing due to the wing level being so low.
Today however it's quite a different story. Sitting in
front of the hangar she will soon temporarily inhabit,
the wing level is now at the correct height and a
decent ladder is required to reach the top surfaces.
She now looks more like a Phantom than a fire
training wreck and is considered by those working on
her as such.

The British Phantom Aviation Group, (BPAG),
management team and volunteers are made up of
various people from various walks of life. Some are
ex-RAF who worked on Phantoms while it was in
service and these also include a number of Tigers who
worked on ZE360 and her stablemates. Most however
are just enthusiasts who look at the F-4 Phantom as their aircraft of
choice while it was in RAF service and relish the chance of actually
working “hands on” with any of the F-4 aircraft in the BPAG collection.
One thing that has always amazed me so far during the restoration
effort are the number of people who have donated parts towards the
restoration project itself. Some have even given back parts they
“acquired” from ZE360 when she was at the Fire School. As ZE360"s
project manager which I have been asked by BPAG to be and which I
have happily accepted, I am incredibly grateful to these individuals for
coming forward as it has saved the team time and money frying to source
these parts on the open market. There are undoubtedly challenges ahead but I, and all of those involved in the
restoration, will know that they have had a hand in making sure that ZE360 has been saved.

To find out more about the ZE360 project and to keep up to date on her progress, make sure you check out the
Restoration Blog on a regular basis on the Association” s website. You can also head over to the BPAG website
for updates on all the other activities and F-4 Phantom airframes the group are involved with.
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Farewells

Sandra Grainger was a regular attendee at reunions with her husband
Peter and it has always been very good fo see her and fo know that she
looked forward to the occasion each year. Sadly no more, for Sandra died
on 3™ March. Peter has written this moving tribute to her:

Sandra was a loving wife to me and a loving mum to Mark and Lee.
She was a good friend and companion with a great sense of humour
and was always fun to be with.

We were married in August 1966. Sandra thrived on being part of RAF
life with its travel and adventure. She loved being part of 74 Squadron
including the squadron’s 50™" anniversary celebrations at RAF Tengah.
Her lovely smile that ‘hooked” me whilst an apprentice at RAF Halton
and lasted through 54 years together will always be there. Wonderful
memories.

RIP Sandra.

Colin Dawson and his wife Margaret have been great
members and supporters of the Association for many
years and it is particularly sad to have to tell you that
Chief Technician Colin died on 28™ March.

Colin joined the RAF in 1951 and after training was
posted to RAF Leconfield. In 1955 he moved to 504
Squadron (Meteors) at RAF Wymeswold briefly then to
609 Squadron (also Meteors) at Church Fenton. Next
came the Javelin OCU at Leeming and from 1959 - 1962
RAF Bruggen (Canberras), at the time part of the 2™
TAF.

Colin's introduction to the Lightning was at the OCU at
Middleton St George before 5 years with the Tigers
(1964 - 1969), first at Leuchars and then as Sergeant SIN.C.O i/c the Electrical Section at Tengah. After 74
he had 3 years at 30 M.U. at Sealand and ended his RAF career at Lossiemouth and the Jaguar OCU. A 25-year
service covering many different aircraft types with varied and interesting postings. Colin always had a wealth
of stories to tell and we will all miss them. Our thoughts are very much with Margaret at this time.
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RIP Colin.

Wing Commander Barney Bullocke

Sadly, we also have to report the death of Michael Barnabas Bullocke, better known as Barney, on April 8™ He
was 82. Barney was father to Elanor and Christopher (from his marriage to Vikki Pitcher) and stepfather to
Sharon and Robert (from his marriage to Trish Lloyd). After a childhood spent in Devon and Weymouth he
served for 34 years in the RAF. His principal postings were to 111 Squadron from 1964 to 1966 and again 1968

2




to 1970 at Wattisham, which included participation in the Paris and Biggin Hill Air Shows in 1965: 226 OCU
from 1966 to 1968 at Coltishall: and promotion o Squadron Leader and a posting to the Tigers at Tengah from
1970 to 1971 where he qualified as a QFI. In April 1971 Barney was the organiser of Exercise Tiger Trek, the
purpose of which was participation in the Royal Australian Air Force Golden Jubilee celebrations.

On August 25™ 1971 the Tigers disbanded.  The
disbandment parade was reviewed by the Commander of
the Far Eastern Air Force, AVM Nigel Maynard. As a single
flypast was made by four Lightnings led by Barney a General
Salute was given: then at dusk, in a glorious Singapore
sunset and with the band playing Auld Lang Syne, a lone
Lightning piloted by Barney appeared almost silently from
behind the saluting dais on reduced power as the standard
was being marched off in slow time. At the last moment
Barney selected 100 percent power and pulled the Lightning
into the vertical, climbing spectacularly skywards with
reheat aglow in the gathering darkness. At 20,000 feet
reheat was cancelled at exactly the same time as the parade
ground floodlights were switched off and the band stopped
playing. An RAAF officer who was present was heard to
mutter: 'Strewth! Now that was bloody clever!’

After 74 Barney was a Flight Commander on 92 Squadron at
Gutersloh then Officer Commanding 23 Squadron at
Wattisham which included the Queen's birthday flypast in
1978: during his fenure, 23 was commended as the most
efficient fighter squadron in 1979. His career also took him
to Bracknell and Cranwell.

Once his flying came to an end Barney completed tfours in the Falklands, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and at the MoD
working on specifications for the Typhoon. On retirement he moved to the Cotswolds with his second wife
Trish. Apart from fighter aircraft and the RAF his interests lay in human evolution, musical theatre (he co-
wrote a play called Number Nine), MGs and canoeing.

RIP Barney.

Wing Commander Norman Want

Norman Want died peacefully at home, surrounded by family and
friends, on 13th April after a long battle with cancer. He was OC B
Flt¥ 74 Squadron from 1967-69, serving at both Leuchars and
Tengah. He and his wife Diana were both well-loved and he will be
greatly missed.

Norman was born on the 9th June 1935 and grew up around
Stamford and attended Stamford School where he excelled at
cross country running. On leaving school he joined the RAF but
had to complete a few months of National Service first. When
done, Norman's flying training began in Canada. Returning to the
UK and after further training he was posted to Germany. Norman
joined 20 Squadron and 124 Wing at Oldenburg flying Hunters in
those heady days in the late 50s when the RAF aircrew community




was young and life really was for living. He moved with the squadron to Ahlhorn and eventually to Gutersloh. His
subsequent RAF career began with 72 Squadron, flying Javelins. During this short four, in preparation for
conversion o the Lightning he was unfortunate to land at night into the approach end Safeland barrier which
had for some reason been wrongly raised. He was on the third Lightning Conversion course at Middleton St
George under the tutelage of a certain Ken Goodwin and then served for a tour on 19 Squadron at Leconfield
before joining AFDS (the Air Fighting Development Squadron) at Binbrook. One of the many tasks he
performed there was the in-service acceptance of the Red Top missile. He also flew as a trials pilot with the
French Air Force (Mirage IIT) and the United States Air Force (F-102 Delta Dagger and F-106 Delta Dart).

Then Norman joined the Tigers at RAF Leuchars before
the move to Tengah. He arrived on 74 with an excellent
reputation earned at AFDS. He was young, thoroughly
professional, a firm disciplinarian but also a popular flight
commander and foil for Ken Goodwin. They remained
firm friends from that time on.

One story from the Tengah days is worth recounting.
During April 1968 the Tigers captured the Tengah-
Butterworth speed record. Over the previous months 74
and the RAAF's 75 Squadron had competed to transit as
( speedily as possible between the two airfields on Tiger
Rag detachments. In March the Aussies had reduced the
time to 27 minutes 30 seconds. Ken Goodwin retaliated
immediately  with a run in afterburner with fuel
disappearing at an alarming rate but failed to regain the
record. Obviously a more scientific approach was needed
and as commander of the April detachment Norman was
ordered to retrieve the record for 74.

| was summoned by the Boss and told to put the time
out of reach for once and for all. There were various
factors to consider, not least that Malaysia was tired of having sonic booms dropped across it. Also,
there were restrictions on airframe and engine times at high Mach numbers. We didn’t have much
information on fuel consumption figures so given we were taking four aircraft | decided to send
them individually. Clive Mitchell went first and was told to run at a relatively conservative M1.3 and
to call back his fuel states. lan McBride and then Tony Doidge were to follow, each basing their runs
on the results of the former and pushing up the speeds and continuing to call back fuel and
distance to me. But the plot got out and the Boss was told to ‘bin it" by Phil Lageson, the Station
Commander. The Boss being the Boss he accompanied me to my aircraft and uttered his immortal
catchphrase ‘don’t worry about a thing’ and told me to get on with it. Obviously our devious ways
were well known because | received a personal directive from Phil Lageson as | taxied out not to
attempt any records. But | was having all sorts of trouble with my R/T that morning and got
airborne and went for it. The aircraft behaved beautifully and no fire warning lights came on. |
landed with enough fuel to taxi in and we had the record! The distance was c.330 miles, the date
was April 18™, the aircraft was XR768 and the time from tower to tower was 24 minutes 17seconds
in a run which saw me initially accelerate to M1.6 and then to M1.99 at which the aircraft was far
from full throttle..........

After Tengah a period of ground-based postings saw Norman involved in RAF recruitment, the development of
pilots’ notes and TACEVAL testing of northern NATO operations, based out of Norway. He returned to flying
in the 1980s as OC Ops at Binbrook, flying the Lightning once again His final years in the RAF included postings
to Kuwait liaising as Air Advisor with the Royal Kuwaiti Air Force (for which he was awarded the OBE), further

4




service in Germany and then command of the Handling Squadron at Boscombe Down. On leaving the RAF Norman
took up a Civil Service position at Boscombe Down until his retirement at 65. His was a very varied career
during which those who worked with him almost invariably felt that this popular and professional officer never
got the full recognition from his parent service that his loyalty and performance merited.

Norman married Diana in 1959 and they had a daughter, Fiona, in 1960 and a son, Stephen, in 1962. From the
1990s Norman and Diana lived in Old Sarum near Salisbury. In their retirement they played golf, travelled the
world, gardened, enjoyed reunions with their many RAF friends and colleagues and spent time with their
growing family of grand and great grand-children.

RIP Norman.

New Books

‘Peter - One of the Forgotten Few' by Brian Gates

S Peter—One of the Forgotten Few .
u The life of Flying Officer Peter Carter

The moving story of a
fighter pilot who served in the Battle of France and Battle of Britain
73 Squadron RAF and 302 ‘City of Poznan' Squadron PAF

Brian Gates

978-1-8381732-0-

XSBN |I| | |H
9781 83!“173203 >

Peter - One of the Forgotten Few tells the story of Peter Carter who served with 73 Squadron and 302 ‘City of
Poznan' Squadron during the war. Peter's closest friend in the RAF was 74 Squadron’'s Ian Hawken and during his
research of Peter Carter author Brian uncovered a lot of new information about (and photographs of) Ian.

Sadly neither man survived the war but Brian has skilfully brought them back to life in the book.

Self-published by the author, the book is available on ebay at www.ebay.co.uk/itm/363376535217

‘From Lightnings to MiGs' by Sqn Ldr Russell Peart AFC

Association member Russ Peart's semi-autobiographical book includes a chapter on his two years with 74
between 1969 and 1971 at Tengah. It includes accounts of combat with Mirages and air displays in Adelaide and
Melbourne as well as the squadron disbandment and ferry flights to Cyprus and on to the UK.



http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/363376535217

Away from 74 Russ had a fascinating career with the RAF and ]
other air forces - the Bangladeshi Air Force for example. Overall 'msm-:'ssonsms::mv‘;sﬁvmﬁg:mfswrrm Hffs‘;:&
he flew many aircraft types such as the MiG-19, MiG-21 and while
a test pilot at Boscombe Down trialled such aircraft as the
Tornado GR.1. Tt was whilst he was seconded to the Sultan of
Oman's Air Force, particularly during the so-called 'Secret War' in T
Dhofar, that he flew some 200 operational sorties, the majority F

of which involved live fire and during which he was hit and

wounded. Russ was subsequently awarded the Sultan of Oman's LI G H T N I N G S
Distinguished Service Medal. M 4 G

| ACOLD WAR PILOT'S OPERATIONS, TEST FLYING & AN AIRSPEED RECORD

There was so much more as the book reveals. From Lightnings to
MiGs features a selection of previously unseen photographs
complementing a memoir which throws new light on the operational
flying undertaken by some RAF pilots during the Cold War.

The book will be published on 30™ August by Pen and Sword.
Priced £25 you can save £5 if you pre-order by clicking on this
link - Pen and Sword Books: From Lightnings to MiGs -
Hardback (pen-and-sword.co.uk).

SOUADRONLEABER" -

RUSSELL PEART AFCWKhHM,

Cockleshell Endeavour

In Tiger News 77 we highlighted the crossing of the Atlantic by rowing boat by four present and former Royal
Marines. One of the participants was Will Schweppe , son of Association Member Des Schweppe. We are very
happy to report that they successfully completed this quite remarkable feat of endurance, arriving in Barbados
on 23rd January after 49 days at sea. You may have seen them on BBC One's One Show in February.

Here are a few photos of the crew at journey's end!

Proud father Des with son William and daughter Caitlin.



https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/From-Lightnings-to-MiGs-Hardback/p/19194
https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/From-Lightnings-to-MiGs-Hardback/p/19194

From left to right is Vince, a former Royal Marine now living in Barbados: David Bruce, a serving Marine
and the organiser and fund raiser for the row: Will Schweppe and Juniour McElhenny, both of whom
were seriously injured in Helmand Province and who are both still suffering from PTSD (and the reason
for the row besides raising funds for The Royal Marines Charity). Then comes serving Marine Sam
Edwards and Tony Troulan, a former Army Colonel who was attached to 3 Commando Brigade for many
years.

It's not too late to make a donation if you haven't already done so. Put Cockleshell Endeavour into your
search box and the page at which you can will come up.

Hunter Big Formations

Tain Ross's article about such formations in Tiger News 78 elicited a lot of interest, including this from former
Tiger Boss Nick Spiller who writes:

The piece on big formations at RAF Chivenor brought back happy memories. So many names that |
recognised. | was in the Roger Hymans (OC 63 Sqn) ‘2’ of the ‘229’ 36-ship. Incidentally, Roger
Hymans was a superb pilot. He joined his first squadron before his 19t birthday and was flying with
the Black Arrows aerobatic team by the age of 21 (along with Paddy Hine, who ended up being
AOC-in-C Strike Command during Gulf War 1).

My logbook shows the last Chivenor big formation flypast as being at the base open day on 2™
August 1972. What | remember most is the take-off and recovery — very sporting — the formation
bit was far less exciting! As | recall, we took off in pairs at 5 second intervals, unless you had a T.7 in
your pair in which case the delay was 3 seconds; similarly, if the pair in front had a T.7 and your pair
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did not, the interval was 7 seconds. There were 40 aircraft on the runway (only 6,000ft) so the lead
pairs had about 4,000ft ahead of them and the rear end were in such foul air that we had to go to
100% oxygen to be able to breath. The engines definitely did not appreciate air that had already
been through dozens of engines. JPTs were all over the place. | was about half way back in the
formation in a T.7 and recall still the foul air and the end of the runway approaching very fast until
we finally lifted off with a few feet of concrete remaining. Goodness knows what we would have
done if anyone had aborted their take-off as there were at least 3 or 4 pairs behind already
charging down the runway and all scraping off the end.

| forget the exact numbers on the recovery but | do recall that when | called “finals, three greens”,

ATC responded with something like “clear to land, four ahead and 17 on the runway.” Again,
goodness knows what we would have done if someone had suffered a brake failure or a burst tyre!

Ah, happy days!

Just for the record, here is a Big Formation that 74 were involved with - not all Hunters this time but
Lightnings too!

A 23 ship. The Tigers lead the Blue Diamonds at Farnborough in 1962.




......And talking of formations at Farnborough in 1962, you will recall this splendid photo in Tiger News 78. Tiger

David Jones remembers it well. He writes:

A Model Squadron.

The scooters’ photo brings back many happy memories of
Farnborough 1962. Those in the picture left to right are |
believe OC 74 Pete Botterill, Jerry Cohu, George Black, Jim
Burns, Pete Phillips (with unidentified passenger), and Martin
Bee with Vaughan Radford as passenger. | seem to remember
that the scooters were of a lesser-known make hoping to
break into the bottom end of the market. They had a smallish
engine, no gears, direct drive and were very simple to
operate. | remember that we drove them around
Farnborough flat out but because of the small engine it was
only at about 25 - 30mph!

The Tigers always seem to attract some fine model makers, not the least our own webmaster Tony. As
secretary I regularly receive requests from modellers who strive for authenticity for help with photographs or
historical details of an aircraft they plan to model. In Tiger News 77 we featured one of Alan Basset's fine
models, a Spitfire MkIXe flown by 74 in 1944. Alan has a project of building an example of every aircraft type
and mark flown by 74 during its existence - quite an ambition, but one which is proceeding well. Alan has sent
these photos of some of what he has achieved so far. There will be morel!

1937 Gladiator Mkl K6145 (above) & 1950
Meteor T.7 WL380 (below)

1939 Hurricane Mkl L1581 (above) & 1960
Lightning F.1 XM143 (below)




There's modelling and then there's..........

David Price writes:

| thought you would be interested in learning that | am currently at the end stage of a three-year project to
recreate a Spitfire MkIX. It is a full-scale reproduction made from a timber framing and GRP skinning, so
not a metal Spitfire - or one that will fly. It will be for museum/collector use and will be as accurate a copy
as possible.

/ For some time | have been considering what identity the Spitfire
should wear. It is a late production model so the quest took in
production in 1944. One has been recommended to me having
been a feature of model makers and seems to fit the bill. PV144
of 74 Squadron seems the most likely contender which served
from September 1944 in Belgium. | guess the main debate on
PV144 is whether it had a black spinner and invasion stripes on
the rear fuselage. Modellers have made efforts to represent it
based on a photo of a 74 Squadron rocket carrying Spitfire
(perhaps similar to the photo above from our archive) but this does not have an identity and looks
repainted in the field. | am perhaps guessing somewhat so | may go for the sky/duck egg blue spinner and
stripes - no doubt to be told later it's wrong!

The project is the subject of a forthcoming book project How to Build a Spitfire but this won't be published
probably until late 2023.

David has let us have a snheak preview of what he is doing. Painting is underway at the moment but the weather
isn't helping very much. He has promised more photos when the wings are attached.

More models. "Hi Bob. My name is James Cherry. | design and build custom large scale Lego aircraft models.
The models are mostly 1/15 scale and once built are displayed at some Lego shows and lately | have an
agreement with a couple of aviation museums to have some on permanent display. | am currently building a
Lightning F.6 in 74 Squadron markings. It will be XR770 as this is the Lightning at RAF Manston museum
where the model will go on display.” Photos to follow!
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6raham Clarke. Ejectee No 2149.

Martin-Baker run an exclusive life membership club - the Ejection Tie Club
- that unifies all pilots whose lives they have helped save courtesy of their
ejection seats. Former Tiger Boss Graham Clarke is a member of that
exclusive club and he told the Martin-Baker website the story of how that
came about.

It was a sunny day in Cyprus and | was in Akrotiri as part of the 29
Squadron detachment from Wattisham. On the 8th of July 1971 | was an
IWI (Interceptor Weapon Instructor) on single-seat Lightnings and
training a young pilot in air-to-air combat. The first flight was fine and
we were in the air again very soon afterwards and this time | was
showing him how to escape from a low speed fight by rolling back to
level, full reheat on both engines and pushing the aircraft ‘g’ to zero as
the Lightning will get high speed very quickly. That didn’t quite work as
after a few seconds of doing this | heard a ‘whoomph’ and then the

Reheat 1 — (FIRE) warning came up. Time for training to stop and turn for home!

SLICK RESCUE AFTER EJECTION FROM LIGHTNING We turned for base but the
Last week, Flt. Lt. Graham Clarke of 29 Squadron, visiting s SR Reheat 1 warning was still on.

Akrotiri from RAF Wattisham, was forced to olm from his
Lightning fighter some 35 miles South of Akrotiri.

As soon as the emergency call was recewed the highly
efficient rescue organisation at Akrotiri swung into action,
starting with the scramble of a Lightning to lct as ‘top cover’
for the man in the water. This was follow
Hercules and a 1563 Flt. helicopter gettin,
popular yellow chopper, crewed by Fg. Off.
Phil Course and Fit. Lt. Tiny Tew, soon affected
of the survivor and took him to TPM Hospiul for a check-up.

by a 70 Sqn,
nh'bome The ever
Tony Buckley, Sgt.
rescue

Only hﬁy mlmnos after calllno "Ejecting
but cheerful Fit. Lt. Graham Clarke on the Hntphnl Hcllnd

My No. 2 told me that smoke
was coming from the
Engine/Reheat 1 and | could
feel resistance in the controls.
Then, very soon, the Reheat 2
(FIRE) warning came up. With
a Double Fire Warning the
rules are easy: fly to a safe
area and bail out. As | was at
just over 13,000 feet, 35 nm
from base it was time to go! |
sent my last Mayday and
ejected. As the seat fired, my
head dropped down slightly
and | felt tumbling and
- | spinning: however, that

| ;g%n:ﬁz:"m;:m?ﬁﬁ?:é%&&fmm subsided quickly. Shortly after
— that | felt a violent

deceleration, the seat fell
away and the main parachute
deployed leaving me swinging

frying to convince  We, Cdr. David Crockatt “and Cpl. Joe gently. | could see the blue

letdown'.

and warm Med, but | had

problems taking off my oxygen mask which would not leave me and my (new) Mk. 14 life jacket would not
open for a long time. Soon | was in the sea. | detached the parachute and got into the dinghy and about 15
— 20 mins later the rescue helicopter picked me up and flew me to the Akrotiri hospital. On the press
cutting you can see the photo of the helicopter and its crew and a very wet (but happy) Graham Clarke.

Without a Martin-Baker seat the result could have been very different!
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Last Jet Flight
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It's five years since our President made his final flight in a jet powered aircraft,
a North American F-86A Sabre. There's no mistaking the squadron to which Cliff owes the greatest

Never usually seen!

allegiance!

XR761 was an 11
Squadron aircraft when
this photo was taken at
RAF Binbrook in August
1979. It was painted in
74 Squadron markings to

celebrate the 25th
Anniversary of the
Lightning.

74 never operated

camouflaged Lightnings of
course. ‘761 was
returned to 11 Squadron

markings the day
following the Binbrook
open day.
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